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Formal Verh Forms Informal Verh Forms Neutral Verh Forms
- - N
Present/Future Tense I +masu Present/Future Tense U (N} If. ~E +ba Ifnot... ~A + nakereba
Past Tense ~I + mashita Past Tense ~TA (N) . - i
p veT . p veT . e U +to A 4+ naito
rogressive Tense ~TE + imasu rogressive Tense ~TE +iru N] ~TA +1a ~A + nakattara
Negative Present/Future ~I + masen Negative Present/Future ~A + nai (N} A i to ikenai
Negative Past Tense ~I + masen deshita Negative Past Tense ~A +nakatta © Must/have to... - A + na:( 0 'b‘*’?ﬁ' .
Command Form ~TE + kudasai Command Form ~TE ~A + nakereba ikenai
A~ + nasai SURU—>SHIRO  (U-Verbs) ~E After... ~TE + kara
o KURU— KOl  (RU-Verbs) ~[ =+ 0 ~TA +ra
Negative Command ~A + naide kudasai Negative Command ~A + naide Before... © + mae ni
A~U +na Because... @ + kara
Potential Form ~E + masu Potential Form ~E +ru (N) @ + node
= can/ able to SURU — dekimasu SURU — dekiru In order to... ~U + tame ni
Want to... ~I + tai desu Want to... ~I +tai (N) While... (atthe sametime) ~I +nagara
Don’t want to... ~I + takunai desu Don’t want to... ~I + takunai (N]) Even (if)... ~TE + mo
Lets... ~I + mashou Lets... ~0 +u Tryto... twdoandsee (theresul)  ~TE + miru
Passive Form (U-Verbs) ~A + remasu Passive Form (U-Verbs) ~A + reru (N] to make an effort ~O +utosuru
=tobe ed (RU-Verbs) ~A + raremasu (RU-Verbs) ~A + rareru Must not... ~TE + wa ikenai
SURU — saremasu SURU — sareru To do in advance... ~TE + oku
KURU — koraremasu KURU — korareru To do too much... ~I +sugiru
Causative Form (U-Verbs) ~A + Semasu Causative Form (U-Verbs) ~A + Seru (N} To do... and so on. ~TA +ri+suru
=to allow x to (RU-Verbs) ~A. ~+ sasemasu (RU-Verbs) ~A  + saseru Seem to want to... ~TA +garu
=toforce tto SURU — sasemasu SURU — saseru COMBINATION VERB ~I +VERB2
KURU — kosasemasu KURU — kosaseru STRINGING PHRASES ~TE + PHRASE 2
Conjugating Verhs Hiragana
U-VERB ~ RU-VERB SURU ~ KURU U-VERB TE/TA ENDINGS bW lkxzERE x5 D0
hanasa A tabe. shi A ko ~ TE TA A KA GA SA ZA TA DA NA HA BA PA MA YA RA WA
hanashi T tabe. shi T ki UTSURU  tte  tta WEETLULEBEBIKCOUT T H D
hana.su U tabe.ru suru U kuru BUMUNU nde  nda I KI GI SHI JI CHI JI NI HI BI PI MI RI
hanase E tabe.re sure  E  kore : KU’ ite it 53X T FOH DKM IR D B A
hanaso O tabeyo  shiyo O koyo py e ida U KU GU SU ZU TSU ZU NU FU BU PU MU YU RU N
Thogke JleTEde 0 e g AU EETTAANSS A
abe.fa — - shita Hta - shite - shita E KE GE SE ZE TE DE NE HE BE PE ME  RE
EXCEPTIONS —> iku (to go) in TE/TA-form becomes i.tte/i.tta B o FZFE o0 FIFEE X A &
—> The A-form ending for verbs ending in  (u) is > (wa) O KO GO SO ZO TO DO NO HO BO PO MO YO RO WO
U-VERBS iru (to need), hairu (to enter), shiru (to know), kiru (to cut) Katakana
(THAT LOOK LIKE RU-VERBS)  kaeru (to go home), suberu (to slide), keru (to kick) - . - —
. 7 h A Y 2R E F NN N T T
Forms of de aru (to he) Caution! A KA GA SA ZA TA DA NA HA BA PA MA YA RA WA
S a0 ey oy > o1 = g
FORMAL INFORMAL TR FTFF= LS U
Present Tense desu da o SO N I KI GI SHI JI CHI JI NI HI BI PI MI RI
Past Tense deshita datta ] l// % v oI ARAY YR T T T LAY
PR ISl N U KU GU SU ZU TSU ZU NU FU BU PU MU YU RU N
Negative Present Tense  de wa arimasen ja nai ) TSU sHI L 7 7 & € 7 7 % NN XX L
Negative Past Tense de wa arimasen deshita  ja nakatta @® \\/ 3 E Wi GE gl 2E g DE () HE @iy P @ik RE
Negative Probable de wa nai deshou A ja nai darou / A Fad VYV FRJJKRRKREIOI
A\ darou is very masculine and direct. In most cases, it is better to use deshou. O KO GO 50 ZO TO DO NO HO BO PO MO YO RO WO
@ When made into a noun, da changes to na with no, and de aru with koto. -
g JLPT Level 4 (N5 Kanji (o: )
Rdjectives T - = WM " ,Jk; Fﬁ h/} kh ﬂ— ﬁ il
ni n ( I n
|-ADJECTIVES NA-ADJECTIVES }\ + % ”ﬁ f’a )5J )\ 7k - }i\ ;t ay TJ\
lh]aya'i fast d N} gent! Na cneerﬂ” g person child man woman sun moon fire water tree m‘on,ey ground big small
aya_sa NOUN FORM Spee gen | NounForM  Cheer J: —\—IL- £ /J\ N
haya.ku  wowewsron quickly genki ni wiesrom cheerfully uw d:'; left ﬁ )m\ EE ﬁe oﬁe E)njt Lck r%; o ﬂn:f
haya.kute fastand... genki de cheerful and... 1 F 2 H H € JE JII 1y #H 4
haya.katta wasfast @© Adjectives that endin U™ (i) are I-Adjectives mouth eye hand foot ear Yen book  flower store river  mountain  car street
L‘aya'tuna}( not faStf (N) except where the final U ™ is part of a kanji. 5& ﬁ /:/\ H%‘: 3 [F flf ’fEJ j I: Fq"j % @
aya.kuna atta wasn't fast ‘B father ~ mother  friend now noon hour week year what north south east west
: EASILY CONFUSED NA-ADJECTIVES 4= stz = = = = )
hayakereba  iffast CONFUSED A-AD Tk R M S @ o & OB % 4 K
haya kunakereba if not fast &??:‘Sﬁ?ﬁ/bjﬂu“lf“”) g0 come see hear say talk  language  read write buy learn  understand  rest
. Tl (178 / polite L. VA =0
haya.sugiru toofast @ S5 (AT unequa) B 4 o= b5 o o|m % l Jc 13
Drop na or sa i followed by a form of de aru. eat drink live stand meet old new high safety long interval  previous  each
@ i (good) always conjugates as yoi. ,%E & *j: % %'-é: /TT.\ 7£ JSe ﬂ?]
Itis possible—but uncommon-to add sa to a NA-Adjective to create a noun (ie. genki.sa) station  school company country  name electricity heaven spirit sky fish rain white

A :Potentially rude

@ : Usage note

@ :“Noun-able”form. A form that can be changed into a noun with koto or no.

© Lloyd Vincent
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c WA - Topic Marker

= Marks the topic of a sentence. (non-grammatical)
- Contrasts one option or thing from others.
- Used when stating factual information.

Tanaka-san wa o-kane o motte imasu.
Mr. Tanaka has money. (he is rich)

kuruma wa watashi ga unten shimashita.

As for the car, | drove it.
ya)

= Marks the subject of a verh. (grammatical)

« Separates / calls out one option or thing from others.
= Used when relating a chain of events.

« Used when describing specific things with adjectives.
« Marks objects of potential form verbs. (can/able)

= Connects clauses with a meaning of “but” or “despite.”

Tanaka-san ga o-kane o motte imasu.
Mr. Tanaka has the money. (with him now)

nihongo ga sukoshi hanasemasu.
(I) can speak Japanese a little.

WA vs. GA (Detailed Article) - http://nihonshock.com/waga

0 - Object Marker
= Marks the object of a verb.
- With verbs of motion, shows where the motion occurs.

jibun no koto o hanasu
To talk about (things of ) one’s self.

7

kutsu o kaimashita.
(1) bought shoes.

I

sora o tobu
To fly (in) the sky

NI - The “Aiming” Particle

= Marks an indirect object (the person/thing an action is done for/directed toward)
= Marks a destination, direction or specific place for an action. (to/at)

= Marks a specific point in time (ie. Monday / 3pm / 1972/ July) @

* Marks a period of time that something repeats in. (ie. twice a week)

= Marks direct objects for: naru (to become), au (to meet), noru (to ride)

doyoubi ni kouen ni aimashou.
Let’s meet at the park on Saturday.

ichinichi ni ko-hi- o nihai nomimasu.
(1) drink 2 cups of coffee a day.

kanojo ni hon 0 agemashita.
(I) gave her a book.

CI_)‘ T0 - The “Binding” Particle

* Marks a person that an action is done with.

= Links nouns to create a complete “and” group. &

= Marks quoted speech or complete ideas.

+ Shows a natural, predictable “if-then” relationship between clauses.
= Marks onomatopaeic words. (words that mimic sounds)

sore wa chigau to omoimasu.
(1) think that's incorrect.

kosokoso to hanasu
to speak in whispers

bosu to joushi to kenka shimashita.
(I) had an argument with (my) boss and manager.

-Z:\ DE - The “Enabling” Particle

= Marks a place, area, or length of time inside which something occurs.
= Marks a method/tool or condition/state for an action.

kanji o ninen de oboemashita.

(1) learned kanji in two years.

* Marks a material or substance, composition.
% MO - Even/Also Marker
« Used with other particles to add a meaning of “also/too” or “even.”
(In this usage, MO replaces WA, GA, and 0 completely, but follows all other particles)
Osaka ni mo ikimashita.
(1) also/even went to Osaka.

« Turns interrogative words (doko, dare, itsu, etc.) into every~/all~ words.
KA

kyou wa densha de kimashita.
Today (1) came by train.

youmou de tsukurareta mafura-
a scarf made of wool

mushi shite mo ii desu yo. kare wa itsumo sou desu.
It's okay even if (you) ignore (him). He is always like that.
* Links nouns to create an “or” group.

* Turns interrogative words into some~ words. /\

dare (who) + ka = dareka (someone) E

Can be used instead of NI
to mark a destination.

* Marks a sentence as a question.

Note: hiragana “he”is used.

( ENY \
C Cj' * Marks a limited amount or extent of something.

* Used with dekiru (and other potential verbs) to mean “as ~ as possible”

DAKE
ichijikan dake matte kudasai.

Please wait for just one hour.

dekiru dake hayaku kaite kudasai.
Please write it as quickly as you can.

(2 4 )
' 75\ * Marks an extent or amount that the speaker thinks small/insufficient.
* Always used with a negative verb form.

SHIKA
watashi wa sen’en shika motteimasen.

I'haven’t but one thousand yen.

(2 2> )
6& 2 * Marks a degree or extent of something. @
* Marks an approximate length of time.

* Marks the greater element in a negative comparison.

hara ga itaku natta hodo waraimashita.
I laughed so hard that my stomach became painful.

HODO
sono kuruma wa kono kuruma hodo hayakunai desu.

That car is not as fast as this car.
2 - )
J: D * Marks the lesser element in a positive comparison.
* “From ~" (when closing a private letter)

YORI
sono kuruma wa kono kuruma yori hayai desu.
That car is faster than this car.
3 )

T\‘\ %) « Marks a possibility or suggestion.
« Turns interrogative words into any~ words.
DEMO « (Used as an interjection) means “even so/but/however”

ocha demo nomimashou ka?
Shall we drink some tea or something?

itsudemo denwa shite kudasai.
Please call me anytime.

(. - )
< % l/ N | * Marks an approximate or negotiable degree, amount, or length of time. &
* (Canalso be pronounced gurai.

KURAI
kanji o juukai gurai kaku to, wasurenai yo.

If you write a kanji about 10 times, you won't forget it.

(-~ )
ci\ﬁ\ D * Means “only’, or “to the exclusion of other things”
* (an be pronounced bakka/bakkari for emphasis.

BAKARI
ano kyoushitsu wa onna no ko bakari imasu.
That classroom has nothing but girls in it.
(4 = )
773\ 6 tomodachi kara kikimashita.
* Marks a starting place or time. I heard about it from a friend.

* Marks a source of information. kaigi wa ichiji kara sanji made desu.

KARA
the meeting is from 1 o'clock until 3 o'clock.

'SR
gf Z ~» * Marks an ending place or time.

* When followed by ni,
means “by/before”

suiyoubi made ni repo-to o kaite kudasai.
Please write the report by Wednesday.

MADE

COMMON GRAMMATICAL WORDS / PATTERNS

kare wa sensei dakara shitteiru hazu desu.

HAZU Expectation He s a teacher, so he should know.
BEKI Appropriacy o shou oy your s popery.
WAKE Reality Erenthough  dartuin s eyt
TSUMORI Inend ... e o domyhamewrt,
DAKE DEWANAKU ~ Notonly.. She e donotonly e it udo o
WAKE NI WA IKENAI ~ Mustnot.. Imagnen
~ HOU GA Comparison Hwouldbe cheapr o 30 by .
~EBA ~U HODO The more you~ #lzeeg?o)::I;Jo:(iidooitljatﬁkga;]lzrru)}ou become.
KA MO SHIRENAI Possibility Theremight b o cal o M Sato todoy.
o NOYOUNI/NA  ~ similarity tocyiheamid " omoke esmel

NOTES:

* Shows possession. (watashi no = my/mine) Links nouns to create an . . .
O) * Combines two nouns. }@ incomplete “and” group. @) I give Ireceive  You give to me
Note: the final noun becomes the “primary” meaning. |nforma| ageru morau kureru
NO kaisha no kuruma = the company car YA hon ya empitsu . . *
kuruma no kaisha = a car company books and pencils (and such) Humble sashlageru itadaku ulﬁyuq\??ar\uum

@ :aT0 group lists all is members, YA only names some.
© Lloyd Vincent

@ : also marks objects of wakaru (understand), hoshii desu (want), and suki desu (like). @ : kyou (today), ashita (tomorrow), kinou (yesterday), etc. do not take NI.

@ : the speaker thinks the amount/degree is neutral or considerable in size. @ : the speaker thinks that the exactness of the number or amount is not important.



